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of  adenoid  cystic  carcinoma.  Of  the  22  axillary  nodes 















Fig 1.  FNA  cytological  appearance  of  adenoid  cystic 
carcinoma  with  globules  of  matrix  material 
surrounded by monomorphic epithelial cells. MGG 
stain, x 200 mag.
Fig 2.  CT Scan of chest showing one of the lung nodules.©  The Ulster Medical Society, 2006.





cyst.  This  lesion  was  excised  under  local  anesthesia. 
Histology (fig 3) of the excised lesion revealed adenoid cystic 
carcinoma.
The  tumour  consisted  of  a  cribriform  proliferation  of 
small  dark  basaloid  cells  with  hyaline  membrane  type 
material  in  some  of  the  cribriform  proliferations.  The 
lesion had a lobulated architecture and infiltrative margins. 




















Cytology  and  histological  appearances  of  adenoid  cystic 
carcinoma  in  the  breast  are  similar  to  the  adenoid  cystic 
carcinoma of other anatomical sites. Recent reports described 
characteristic features on FNA cytology to enable preoperative 










of  the  breast  are  the  intercellular  cystic  spaces  lined  by 
basement membrane material and biphasic cellularity with 













Several  studies  have  investigated  the  possible  correlation 





breast  tumours.  Prognosis  appeared  to  be  favourable  and 
axillary node involvement was uncommon. Distant metastases 
were unusual and tended to occur without previous lymph 
node  involvement.  Tumours  rarely  showed  positivity  for 
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